Royal School for the Blind, Liverpool


Curriculum 
Policy

Introduction:  
Our school strives to provide education of the highest standard in a stimulating and caring environment and maintains a high staffing ratio in order to achieve this.

Through the school curriculum XE "curriculum"  we aim to:

· Provide opportunities for all pupils to learn and achieve;
· Promote pupils’ spiritual, moral, social, and cultural development;
· Prepare all pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities, and experiences of life.

Our Children and Young people are always the starting point for curriculum XE "curriculum"  development.  We strive to provide a broad, balanced, creative, theme-based Curriculum with built in flexibility that supports their special educational needs to inspire learning, attain goals and achieve accreditation. 
We aim to support pupils to achieve the five outcomes of ‘Every Child Matters’ (ECM), staying safe, being healthy, enjoying and achieving, making a positive contribution and achieving economic well-being.
We promote the spiritual, moral, social, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils and prepare them for the opportunities and responsibilities of later life. We also acknowledge the importance of developing life skills and that fun and enjoyment are essential to well-being and emotional development. 
Where relevant and appropriate, we use out of classroom learning opportunities to provide a stimulus for pupils’ learning with a multi-sensory approach.
As a Green Flag (with Merit) accredited Eco-school, we strive to promote the values of Eco Schools so that our pupils are prepared to become knowledgeable citizens of the wider community,
Curriculum Rationale:  We take account of the wide range of needs of all of our pupils and ensure that they are supported at their individual developmental level to reduce the significant barriers to their learning. These include: 

· sensory XE "sensory"  abilities

· physical abilities

· communication 

· behaviour

· significant health XE "health"  care needs
· use of an alternative method of communication 

In order to overcome these barriers to learning we feel it necessary to offer: -
· a significant adaptation to the curriculum

· a high level of specific multiagency support

· a modification of the physical environment

· a high level of special resources

· a high level of individual care XE "care"  and support

We maintain a wraparound curriculum which includes:
Focus upon the Visual Impairment of each child or young person:  
The visual impairment XE "visual impairment"  of our pupils means that teaching approaches and strategies have to offer a specialist approach and we hope that our subject curriculum XE "curriculum"  policies illustrate this. Teaching staff are trained to support our children and young people with MDVI XE "MDVI"  and all have acquired or are working towards the mandatory qualification from Birmingham University and Liverpool John Moores University (LJMU).  This knowledge enables all staff to work towards providing innovative and transforming SEN provision in order to make full use of any residual vision.  The area of visual training is an area which permeates all curriculum XE "curriculum"  subjects and may necessitate separate teaching sessions. 
At RSB, we also ensure that the values and content of ‘The Curriculum Framework for Children and Young People with Vision Impairment’ (CFVI).  The CFVI was developed by RNIB and View and is embedded within our curriculum.  The CFVI has been developed to support children and young people with vision impairment to access an appropriate and equitable education.
The framework presents outcomes within 11 teaching areas:

· Facilitating an Inclusive World

· Sensory Development

· Communication

· Literacy

· Habilitation: Orientation and Mobility

· Habilitation: Independent Living Skills

· Accessing information

· Technology

· Health: Social, Emotional, Mental and Physical Wellbeing

· Social, Sports and Leisure

· Preparing for Adulthood.
These areas are implemented at RSB within the following ways:

Mobility XE "Mobility"  & Orientation:  We acknowledge the importance of Mobility XE "Mobility"  and Orientation for our pupils. This subject is included and permeates the whole curriculum. Due to the importance placed on mobility, time is allowed for this when lessons involve a change of location.  By doing so, all pupils are included in learning activities and prepared for their future adult lives by learning mobility, orientation and independent living skills (ILS).
Focus on Multi-Sensory Learning:  Our teaching and learning has to be presented through tactile and multi-sensory XE "sensory"  means to meet the profound needs of our pupils. School staff have developed extensive multisensory resources and continue to adapt these to meet the needs of their pupils.  These resources span the breadth of the curriculum XE "curriculum"  we offer.  

Multi-Disciplinary Approach:  Many of our pupils need a multi-disciplinary approach with input from a range of therapists including: physiotherapy XE "physiotherapy" , music therapy, speech therapy XE "speech therapy" , and occupational therapy XE "occupational therapy" . We acknowledge that time spent on these areas is very much part of these pupils’ daily curriculum XE "curriculum"  and timetable.
Health Care Needs:  Continuing health XE "health"  needs are also taken account of within the curriculum, with designated school nursing staff onsite at all times throughout the school day XE "curriculum" . The health care XE "care"  needs of many of our pupils are a priority which need to be addressed before learning can begin to take place. We consider the management of health care needs to be essential and a pupil’s wellbeing is to be a significant pre-requisite when considering their learning. Where a pupil’s health is poor, then maintaining their knowledge, skills and understanding could be considered to be positive progress.  

Personal Care Needs:  We also acknowledge the importance of P.H.S.E. and RSE to underpin our curriculum XE "curriculum" .  This view is supported by the continuing health XE "health"  care XE "care"  needs, personal care routines, feeding programmes and the moving and handling programmes of our children and young people.

Behavioural Needs:  Some of our pupils demonstrate behaviours that cause barriers to participation and learning. We recognise that time may be required to address these problems before effective teaching can take place. Staff produce an individual behaviour plan (IBP) for each child based on their current behaviours and any previous information if they have come from another setting. This will suggest the best possible strategies for working with the child and is to be read by all staff working with the child. RSB has two ‘Team Teach’ trainers in school, who provide staff advice and training on de-escalation and intervention techniques.  This is tailored to pupil’s individual needs.  The recording of ABC’s can help our behaviour leads to identify triggers within lessons that can be addressed so that pupil progress can be better supported in the future.
Social, Sports and Leisure: Working alongside our sports partners in the North West of England, we encourage pupils to participate in a range of sports and leisure activities with pupils from other schools.  Everton in the Community support our primary and secondary aged pupils to access a range of sports and paralympic activities.  Pupils from across the school take part in ‘Panathlon’ and football tournaments and have been successful in Boccia.  We continue to strive for daily physical activity for all children and young people according to pupils’ physical and sensory needs.  The ‘Daily Mile’ is promoted within school and pupils access ‘Let’s Move It’ physical and sensory activities on a weekly basis where pupils are grouped according to their physical and sensory needs. 

For those children and young people accessing Braille learning, they are also encouraged to work alongside other pupils to share learning and embed new skills.  A PenPals exchange scheme is also being developed with Perkins School for the Blind in the USA. 
Three staff are trained in the use of Lego Therapy and lead weekly sessions for pupils who benefit from this approach to social skills development.

Communication:  Underlying our whole curriculum XE "curriculum"  is an understanding that communication is all important and each pupil must be allowed time to respond to and develop communication skills using a total communication approach, using Verbal communication, On Body signing, Objects of reference, Tactile Cues around the School, photographs, symbols, ‘Prior’ pre-Braille Tactile Alphabet and Braille.  

The work of our Speech and Language Therapists supports the pupil in discrete lessons and within the class group timetable.
Technology: Within lessons and in different out of classroom opportunities, technology supports learning activities and also communication.  The use of switch-operated resources, Big Macks, iPads, Laptops and class interactive screens help pupils to access the wider world.  Pupils are also taught about the benefits of digital and online technology whilst balancing this with the need to protect themselves online.  For pupils who have low functional vision and access Braille lessons, a range of Braille-related technology and devices are available so that pupils can begin to learn the skills required to access Braille in different formats as young adults.

Literacy: The literacy skills of pupils is promoted within English lessons as well as within phonics activities.  RSB uses the ‘Monster Phonics’ DfE accredited scheme for teaching phonics across the school and there is a good selection of Monster Phonics reading books available for pupils to apply their learning at home and in school.

Classes also have access to a range of reading and writing resources within their classroom as well as the dedicated library.  Displays and labelled areas of the school promote opportunities for reading, whether using a tactile or visual approach.

RSB has a range of tactile reading resources available through the ‘Living Paintings’ postal resource scheme.  These have both tactile and audio-visual resources within each dedicated box and are loaned for a specific period of time.  These are then updated throughout the year and can be tailored to the focus of individual areas of the curriculum as well as different themes.
Preparing for Adulthood: Within the curriculum, opportunities are planned for and provided for children and young people from the earliest point so that they can begin to become as independent as possible.  As pupils move through the school, they are prepared for the world of work, finding out about work and developing patterns of working are essential areas of learning throughout a student’s transition.  
Curriculum Organisation:

Early Years Foundation Stage

In the Early years Foundation Stage classes we aim to provide a broad, differentiated curriculum XE "curriculum"  which addresses the children’s social, emotional, physical, intellectual, moral and cultural development within a safe, secure, stimulating environment.
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Our EYFS Curriculum enables the child to learn and develop skills and understanding in these areas of learning. 

The three prime areas of learning and development are: -
· Communication and Language,

· Physical development,

· Personal, social and emotional development.
The four specific areas are:-

· Literacy,

· Mathematical Development,

· Expressive Arts and Design,

· Understanding the World.

National Curriculum:  
All curriculum XE "curriculum"  areas are overseen by subject co-ordinators who ensure their specialist subject links with aspects of the National Curriculum (2014), and where relevant, our thematic programmes. 
The following are themes for the 2023/24 academic year:

	Overarching Curriculum themes for 2023/34 

Eco Schools focus – Year Two of Green Flag Project

	
	Autumn
	Spring

History of Edward Rushton
	Summer

	
	Autumn 1

PSED


	Autumn 2

History/

Music focus
	Spring 1

History and

Art/Design 

focus
	Spring 2

Science Focus
	
	Summer 1

Eco Schools – Science and Geography
	Summer 2

RSE and PSED

(eco Schools projects continuing)

	Key Stage 1

Banana

Mint
	Kind hands, kind hearts
	The 2010’s 

(including toys and festivals) 
	Learning from Edward - wonderful weavers
	Living Things
	End of term celebration

 “Thank 

you Edward!”
	Let’s get muddy!
	Movement: exercise, emotions, 

	Lower

Key Stage 2

Strawberry


	You’ve got a friend
	The Noughties

(including toys and festivals)
	Learning from Edward – knitters and lacers


	Materials and States of Matter
	
	Digging down deep
	Getting bigger: new clothes, measuring over time, independence

	Upper Key Stage 2

Orange

Vanilla

Blueberry

Rosemary


	Me and my family
	The eighties and nineties

(including toys and festivals)
	Learning from Edward – literacy and music
	Forces and Electricity
	
	Wildlife warriors
	Moving on: Moving to secondary/new social activities

	Key Stage 3

Ginger
	Stop the pollution, help our community.
	The swinging 60s and sensational 70’s

(including toys and festivals)
	Learning from Edward – careers and equality
	Light and Sound 
	
	Going Green and mini enterprise
	Growing older: Explore different jobs and changing bodies


Subject Leadership:
The following members of staff are subject leaders for different curriculum areas:

	Subject
	Staff
	Support 



	English
	Ally Evans
	Helen Ardrey (Mat Cover)

	Maths
	Graham Brown
	Andrew Bainbridge

	Science
	Sarah Ireland
	Helen Ardrey

	PSHE/ Citizenship (incl Relationships, Health and Sex Education)
	Andrew Bainbridge

Angela Brislen 
	Jack Jones

	Computing
	Kerry Parkinson
	Jade Smith

	Geography
	Lisa Donnelly 
	Ally Evans

	History
	Lisa Donnelly 
	Ally Evans

	Food Technology
	Jo Dickins 
	Trish Maloney

	Art & Design
	Paula Hirst
	Trish Maloney

	R.E.
	Bethan Murray
Sarah Owen
	Jo Espley

	Music
	Lizzie Rudasumbwa
	Tomos Rogers

	PE
	Sarah White
	Tomos Rogers

	EQUALS and AQA
	Pippa Workman
	Kerry Parkinson

	Towards Adulthood/ Careers
	Pippa Workman
	Kerry Parkinson

	EYFS
	Ruby Bushnell
	Lisa Davies


Planning:
· Each subject leader plans a long-term yearly plan for their subject which is available for other members of staff to have access to by saving on the school OneDrive.  This is also shared with parents/carers and other professionals via the school website.

· All medium-term curriculum planning is completed by the subject leader to then be personalised by the class teachers as required. 

· All subject leaders use the RSB medium-term planning template which is to be completed and given out to teaching staff one week prior to the end of each half term ready to use following the half term/end of term holiday.
· All planning should include example activity ideas for class teachers to teach, including VI strategies and suggestions of activities for PMLD.

· Suggested outcomes for all pupils/most pupils/some pupils are included in medium term planning.

· All resources in the planning should be purchased by the subject coordinator and kept in the allocated resource rooms ready for use.

· All staff are to return all resources to the allocated resource rooms by the last day of each half term ready for use by the next group.  Resources are to be placed on shelving so as to be clearly visible to all staff and to not block access.
· Subject leaders audit their resources at least annually but more often where possible.  If individual class teachers require other resources for their subject, they seek the advice and support of subject leaders before ordering these.

To further support pupils’ individual needs, a range of programmes are delivered by our multi-agency teams; Physiotherapy, Hydrotherapy, Rebound Therapy, Speech and Language Therapy, Occupational Therapy and Music Therapy, as advised by the therapist.
Entitlement to the National Curriculum is outlined as follows:
	 
	Key stage 1
	Key stage 2
	Key stage 3
	Key stage 4

	Age
	5-7
	7-11
	11-14
	14-16

	Year groups
	1-2
	3-6
	7-9
	10-11

	Core subjects
	 
	 
	 
	 

	English
	 ✓
	✓
	✓
	✓

	Mathematics
	✓
	✓
	✓
	✓

	Science
	✓
	✓
	✓
	✓

	Foundation subjects
	
	
	
	

	Art and design
	✓
	✓
	✓
	✓

	Citizenship
	✓
	✓
	✓
	✓

	Computing
	✓
	✓
	✓
	✓

	Design and technology
	✓
	✓
	✓
	

	Geography
	✓
	✓
	✓
	

	History
	✓
	✓
	✓
	

	Music
	✓
	✓
	✓
	

	Physical education
	✓
	✓
	✓
	✓


	 
	KS1
	KS2
	KS3
	KS4

	Age:
	5-7
	7-11
	11-14
	14-16

	Year groups:
	1-2
	3-6
	7-9
	10-11

	Religious Education  (R.E) :
	✓
	✓
	✓
	✓

	Relationships and sex education (RSE) and health education 
	✓
	✓
	✓
	✓


Although the arts (comprising art and design, music, dance, drama and media arts), design and technology, the humanities (comprising geography and history) are not compulsory national curriculum XE "curriculum"  subjects after the age of 14, we recognise the statutory entitlement to be able to study a subject in each of those 4 areas.

External Accreditation KS4:  
At Key Stage 4, the AQA Unit Award Scheme may also used depending on individual pupil need, where pupils continue to work towards achieving stand-alone units of work.  
Pupils may study a Pearson Entry Level Qualification in Personal Progress. This is a unit-based programme, which can be studied at 3 separate levels (Award, Certificate and Diploma) depending on pupil ability. 
Vocational Studies:  Preparing for the world of work, finding out about work and developing patterns of working are essential areas of learning throughout a student’s transition.  Our students also take part in supported work experience within school and in the local community where this is suitable.  Our students will also undertake a range of roles within a number of business enterprise schemes undertaken throughout their 3 years in the Post 16 department.

External Accreditation P16:  At Post-16, students Achievement at Key Stage 4 is accredited by the EQUALS ‘Moving On’ scheme of work which is organised into separate areas of learning as follows:

	World Studies
	Independent Living Skills
	Vocational Studies

	Industry and Production
	Personal care and presentation
	Understanding a work production line

	The Solar System


	Using local facilities for health
	Advertising

	Habitat on land and sea


	Drug awareness
	The Work Place

	Specialist Clothing and costumes
	Democracy: Rights and responsibilities
	Person centred planning

	Food groups and a balanced diet


	Residential Experience
	Preparing for New Situations

	Making gifts for sale


	The Year of Campaigns
	Transition Arrangements

	Language or dialects (UK)


	Joining a club

	Lifestyles (UK)


	Competitive Sport

	Wider Culture (UK)


	Health Action Plan

	Popular Music


	Container Gardening

	Contemporary Art


	Planning meals for a period of time

	Theatre and film making


	Clothing care and maintenance

	Local community events


	

	Landmarks


	

	Famous Buildings


	


In the 2023/24 academic year we will be using a RAG rating for the EQUALS units. Once work has started on the topic it will be changed from red to amber. Once it is completed it will be marked as green and a date completed filled in. 

There are 33 topics in total. The topics highlighted in yellow should be completed in the autumn term. 

There is an expectation that work for at least 20 should be submitted for moderation for all pupils.

Evidence will be gathered using Evidence for Learning (EfL) and should show 3x activities relating to EQUALS weekly.
Links to other policies:
This policy should also be used alongside the following school policies/national guidance:

Assemblies and Collective Worship Policy,

Assessment Policy,

Educational Visits Policy,

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Policy,

Keeping Children Safe in Education 2023,

PSHE Policy,

SEND Policy,

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural (SMSC) Education Policy,

Teaching and Learning Observations Policy,

Working Together to Safeguard Children 2023
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