Royal School for the Blind, Liverpool


Assemblies – Collective Worship 
Policy

Definition of Collective Worship.

Collective worship or assemblies XE "assemblies:coolective worship"  is a time when the whole school or groups within the school such as departments meet together in order to consider and reflect on common concerns, issues and interests in order to reflect on humanity and issues that affect our local and wider communities.

It offers all pupils an opportunity to worship through engaging in relevant, meaningful experiences and provides opportunities for the pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development which links to the SMSC XE "SMSC"  policy.

Aims of the Collective Worship. 

Collective worship contributes to the ethos of The Royal School for the Blind and it is our aim that it is a time when the school community can:-

Share common aims and values.

Celebrate achievement and special times.

Explore together the world in which we live.

Develop a community spirit.
Explore the changing seasons and important events in the wider community.
To encourage pupil participation.
Embed curriculum learning opportunities.
Consider spiritual and moral issues.

Explore their own beliefs and those of other religions and cultures.

The contribution of Collective Worship to aspects of the curriculum XE "curriculum" .

Collective worship time is distinctive from curriculum XE "curriculum"  time.

However, in The Royal School for the Blind, Collective Worship will at times feature aspects of the curriculum XE "curriculum"  and may link to topics studied in other lessons, which will enhance the experiences of pupils by reflecting on the work done in classes.

The provision of opportunities for pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is in line with school policy which informs our practice.

To ensure Collective Worship provides opportunities for spiritual, moral, social and cultural development it should address a wide variety of themes and topics, use multi-sensory XE "sensory"  resources and use ICT communicators (Big Mac buttons) when appropriate to provide pupils with the opportunity to ‘respond’ on their own level.

Organisation of Collective Worship.

Collective Worship is organised to provide a variety of groupings and will take place in McGregor Hall. 

Lower school and then upper school meet in groups one after the other. This helps the pupils who struggle with larger groups and increased noise. The Deputy Heads of school lead the assemblies on Mondays and each class teacher take turns leading the special mention assemblies XE "assemblies:coolective worship"  on Fridays. 

These take place in McGregor Hall and consist of a multi-sensory XE "sensory"  led assembly including a variety of smells, sounds and tactile objects.

Visitors will be welcome to lead or join with our assemblies XE "assemblies:coolective worship"  from time to time. Leaders from faiths within the area will increase the pupils’ awareness, promote respect and raise the esteem of the pupils who belong to these faiths.  

Monday assemblies cover a variety of topical issues, environmental links and celebrating other significant religious festivals and events throughout the year. 

At the start of a new season of the year or a period leading up to a special event or celebration, the ‘Celebration Tree’ will be decorated by pupils from across the school with objects created in classrooms as well as those found in our wider outdoor environment.

Monday assemblies are planned each half term and the overview shared with class teachers so that they are prepared for the assemblies and bring resources that can support the theme or particular focus.

Friday assemblies are used to celebrate the achievements of the pupils throughout the week. The assembly starts with a rousing ‘well done’ song which the pupils recognise and enjoy clapping along to.

This is followed by each class talking about what they have enjoyed working on this week and a member of the class is chosen for an individual special mention. This pupil receives a medal, a tactile certificate and a round of applause from everyone in the assembly.

Birthdays are also celebrated during these assemblies with the recipient (Pupils and staff) wearing the birthday hat and everyone singing ‘Happy birthday’ to them.

At the end of the assemblies, room lights are dimmed, and LED candles are used before a prayer is read to bring the assembly to a close. 
This is used for two reasons, one to help the pupils realise the assembly is coming to an end and secondly it also encourages pupils to locate and track the flame visually if appropriate, thus enhancing the sensory XE "sensory"  stimuli given to the pupils to experience. Pupils are encouraged to sit and listen quietly, reflecting on this quiet time.
Due to the lack of verbal communication within the school’s population, hymns are not sung collectively although music does play an important role in the assemblies XE "assemblies:coolective worship"  and pupils are encouraged to listen to a variety of musical styles; often reflective or linked to a religious festival or customs. Many of our pupils are now accessing Makaton so once a week the assembly follows a Makaton theme linked to a familiar song/rhyme.
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